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Metro Theater Company is 39 and hold-

ing—but we’re certainly not holding 

anything back when it comes to pro-

ducing provocative plays guaranteed to engage 

and move audiences of all ages.

“How astonishing to be on the tipping point 

of the company’s fourth decade,” says Carol 

North, artistic director. “This is an exciting time!” 

Here are details about the new season: 

• �Super Cowgirl and Mighty Miracle is a 

brand new play from José Cruz González

• �Battledrum, by Doug Cooney, ties into an 

exhibit at the Missouri History Museum 

• �Wesley Middleton’s Tomato Plant Girl looks 

at bullying from a garden-fresh angle

Public Performances  
Battledrum by Doug Cooney with music by Lee 

Ahlin will be presented in partnership with the 

Missouri History Museum as part of “The Civil 

War in Missouri,” a new exhibit that opens Nov. 

11 and runs through March 16, 2013.

Full of lively action, rich music, evocative 

costumes, and just the right amount of humor, 

Battledrum offers young people a point of entry 

into the complexities of the war that divided 

our nation. (For more on the play, see Page 3.) This 

is its second production in the country. North 

will direct. 

Also, we will offer two public performances in 

November of our popular touring production of 

Tomato Plant Girl. For details, see the schedule 

on this page.

Touring Productions
Both touring plays—Super Cowgirl and Mighty 

Miracle and Tomato Plant Girl—are “incredibly 

timely” in their themes and issues, says North.

The world premiere of Super Cowgirl and 

Mighty Miracle is the result of a two-year collabo-

ration with González. “José has a gift for crafting 

deceptively simple stories that are in fact very 

complex. That is an indication of the trust he has 

in his audience.” (For a conversation with González, 

see Page 3.) North will direct the play.

Tomato Plant Girl tells a cautionary tale about 

Little Girl, a newcomer, who looks for guidance 

from Bossy Best Friend—up to a point. The pro-

duction has been warmly received by thousands 

of young playgoers at schools, libraries and com-

munity centers throughout Missouri and Illinois.

North sums up: “Whether you think of 39 

years as young or old, our 2011-12 season prom-

ises to be exciting. We hope to see you soon!”

METRO THEATER COMPANY  
PROUDLY EMBRACES 39TH SEASON 
WITH A NEW PLAY, A PLAY NEW TO ST. LOUIS AND A PROVEN FAVORITE

HELP US GO GREEN  
Send us your email address at  
community@metrotheatercompany.org 
and we’ll send you our next  
newsletter electronically! OUR Mission: Inspired by the intelligence and emotional wisdom of young people, we create 

professional theater, foster inclusive community, and nurture meaningful learning through the arts.

Presented by

January 10–29, 2012
at Missouri History Museum in Forest Park
TICKETS: 314.361.9017 or www.mohistory.org

Touring through April 7, 2012
To book your performance call 314.997.6777  
or e-mail nancy@metrotheatercompany.org

November 19–20, 2011
at Clayton High School Auditorium
Tickets: www.brownpapertickets.com or 1.800.838.3006

by José Cruz González



Jack Benny, the droll 

comedian who was a 

familiar TV presence 

in our home when 

I was a kid, claimed 

to be 39 years old…

for years.  Obviously, 

turning 40 was more 

than he could bear.  

A beloved grandfather in our family had quite 

the opposite view of age. When he was 79, he’d 

boast, “I’m in my 80th year and looking forward 

to my 81st!” 

Metro Theater Company is 39 this year, and 

we’re positively kicking up our heels!  Why not?  

Just look at all that we have to celebrate: 

• �A world premiere of another brilliant play by 

José Cruz González

• �An invitation to take Tomato Plant Girl to 

the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts 

in Florida for a week of performances and 

workshops

Susan Z. Gamble has been named to lead the 

Board of Directors, and seven new members 

were recently approved. Their respective exper-

tise and varied skills will provide superlative  

leadership. 

Gamble is an attorney with Summers 

Compton Wells in Ladue, where her areas of 

concentration are commercial transactions, 

mergers and acquisitions, securities, real estate, 

and general business counsel. 

“The spark and the sparkle are what drew 

me to Metro Theater Company 35 years ago 

when I was an elementary school teacher,” says 

Gamble. “The spark is still there in the energy 

that fills the room every time I listen to Carol 

North talk about MTC’s opportunities and proj-

ects, and the sparkle is still in the eyes of audi-

ence members who experience MTC’s work. I am 

excited to lead this magical Metro Theater 

Company into its 39th and 40th seasons.” 

The new board members are Gary Feder, 

partner, Husch Blackwell; Kavitha Lakshmanan, 

licensed clinical social worker, Care and 

Counseling; Antonio Maldonado, owner, 

Puckett Floor Covering; Jan Paul Miller, partner, 

Thompson Coburn; Brett Moorehouse, vice 

president and chief operating officer, Ranken 

Jordan; Mary Tonkin, senior counsel, Monsanto 

Company; and Stephanie Tucker, director of

secondary metals export, Kataman Metals. 

The following directors were approved for 

re-election to a second three-year term on the 

board: Susan W. Nall, professor emerita, 

Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville; and 

Don Senti, executive director, Cooperating 

School Districts. Also, Camille Greenwald, direc-

tor, Forest Park Medical Clinic/MEDEX, has been 

named to the emeritus board.

• �A rich partnership with the Missouri History 

Museum to present Battledrum

• �Several exciting original works in the pipeline 

for development

• �Plans in the works for our 40th season and 

our next partnership with Edison Theatre

• �Expanded service to the community with  

talented new education staff

• �Deepening relationships with collaborative 

partners and new potential partners on the 

horizon

 At 39, we are thriving, growing, creating, 

connecting, stretching, learning, imagining, and 

insisting on visionary planning even as we man-

age our organization carefully. And always—

always—we are reaching out to the community 

we serve.  

So what does it mean to be in our 39th sea-

son?  Hey, we’re in our 39th, looking forward to 

our 40th and to the decades beyond!

Carol North, Artistic Director 
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What’s in a Number?

Susan Z. Gamble

GAMBLE TO LEAD BOARD, 7 NEW MEMBERS NAMED  

Board of Directors

Susan Z. Gamble (President)
Margaret McDonald (Vice President) 	
Nancy Garvey (Vice President)		
Marcia Kerz (Secretary)			 
John D. Weil (CFO & Treasurer) 		
David Bentzinger				  
Judie Courtney				  
Kevin Farrell				  
Gary Feder 				  
Elizabeth L. Green				  
Sam Hausfather, Ph.D.			 
Kristy Jackson
Ken Jones				  
Kavitha Lakshmanan 			 
Helen Lee			 
Antonio Maldonado			 
Jan Paul Miller				  
Brett Moorehouse				  
Susan W. Nall, Ph.D.
Matthew Neufeld*
Carol North*
Don Senti 
Barbara Shuman
Mary Tonkin
Stephanie Tucker
*ex officio, non-voting

Emeritus Members

Zaro Weil, Co-Founder
Lynn Rubright, Co-Founder 
Marlene Birkman				  
Terry Bloomberg			 
Robert Couch				  
Suzanne Couch				  
Mary Ellen Finch, Ph.D.			 
Camille Greenwald				 
Daniel Jay
Dianne Ladendecker			 
Ellen Livingston				  
James R. Moog			 
Philip W. Moses				  
Joseph M. Noelker				  
Peggy O’Brien				  
Janet Schoedinger			 
Mary Stigall 
Anabeth C. Weil

Staff

Carol North, Artistic Director
Matthew Neufeld, Managing Director
Nicholas Kryah,  
  Resident Artist / Technical Director
Sarah Rugo, Production Manager
Karen Weberman, Education Director
Ariana Moses, Resident Teaching Artist
Nancy Tonkins, Marketing Director
David Warren, Development Director
Alan David, Operations Assistant
Meredyth Pederson,  
     Teaching Artist Fellow
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A SUPER PLAYWRIGHT RIDES INTO TOWN

Three youngsters—one from the North, 

one from the South and one who lost his 

way on the Underground Railroad—find 

themselves working as drummer boys on the 

front lines of the Civil War.

What were their lives like? 

The answer is in Battledrum, a new Metro 

Theater Company production that ties in with 

the Missouri History Museum’s exhibit “The 

Civil War in Missouri.”(See www.mohistory.org) 

“Troops in the Civil War used drummer boys to 

communicate battle commands to soldiers, and 

this play is infused with the stirring music of 

those drums,” says Carol North, artistic director.

Playwright Doug Cooney admits that 

Battledrum was something of a leap of faith. 

“This was not an unchallenging show to do  

for young people,” he says. “In fact, it was kind 

of audacious.”

Cooney did it, on commission for the Eckerd 

Theater Company in Clearwater, Florida. 

Cooney is a screenwriter, playwright, novelist, 

lyricist, and educator based in Los Angeles. 

He is now working on a novel adaptation of 

Battledrum, and he hopes to be in the open-

ing-night audience with his six-year-old son.

Elizabeth Pickard, assistant director of  

community education and events at the  

History Museum, expressed excitement 

about the collaboration with Metro Theater 

Company. “Battledrum is a lovely play, one 

that will bring in students to see what the  

Civil War meant to children who were their 

age,” Pickard says. “The play will provide a 

visceral, personal connection.” 

Cooney suggests that after seeing 

Battledrum, students will better understand 

the meaning of the artifacts on display.

José Cruz González, who wrote the inspir-

ing and funny Super Cowgirl and Mighty 

Miracle, has written 30 plays and seen 

half of them produced. But even for “super” 

playwrights, new plays do not spring full- 

blown onto the stage, ready for actors to 

inhabit the roles. 

In his most recent collaboration with Metro 

Theater Company, González penned five drafts 

over more than two years before heading into 

production. He savors that process and also has 

high praise for Metro Theater Company. “The 

company is so innovative and forward thinking, 

so committed to telling stories relevant to the 

community. It is an honor to work with them.”

At the heart of the new play, presented by 

PNC Arts Alive, is an African-American grandma 

on a set income and her 6-year-old, mixed heri-

tage granddaughter who needs a place to stay. 

“They both are stubborn and must figure out 

how to live with one another,” González says.

Their neighborhood is full of “For Sale” signs, 

lots of weeds and homeless dogs. “The girl 

embraces a dog that later destroys her grand-

mother’s favorite church hat,” says González. 

“The play is about how they all come together 

to survive.”

González also has written for PAZ, the Emmy 

Award-nominated television series produced 

by Discovery Kids for The Learning Channel. He 

teaches theater at California State University 

Los Angeles and is a member of the prestigious 

College of Fellows of the American Theatre.

Metro Theater Company is one of only three 

major arts organizations in St. Louis invited to 

participate in a “New Pathways for the Arts” 

initiative under the direction of EmcArts, a not-

for-profit organization based in New York. 

Organizations were asked to identify a spe-

cific challenge that adversely affects their vital-

ity, and then devise an innovative strategy 

to address that challenge. The Contemporary 

Art Museum and the Shakespeare Festival  

St. Louis are also taking part. The EmcArts New 

Pathways Program is funded by the Doris Duke 

Charitable Foundation and the Regional Arts 

Commission of St. Louis. (More information is 

available at www.metrotheatercompany.org.)

José Cruz González gathers with cast and crew at 
rehearsal for Super Cowgirl and Mighty Miracle.

José Cruz González talks with children at St. Cecilia 
School about how discovering the power of his 
imagination led to his becoming a playwright.

ALONG THE ‘PATHWAY’ TO AN INNOVATIVE PROJECT 

MARCHING TO THE 
MUSIC OF BATTLEDRUM

Costume render-
ings by designer 
Lou Bird.

A student at ArtsINTERsection discovers that 
innovation begins with a new perspective.
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This listing represents support from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011. We apologize if we have inadvertently omitted anyone 
who should have been included or have spelled any names incorrectly. Please let us know so we can correct future listings.

VISIONARIES  
$15,000+
Arts and Education Council
Elizabeth Green
Emerson
Missouri Arts Council
National Endowment for the Arts
Regional Arts Commission
The Shubert Foundation Inc.
Anabeth C. and John D. Weil
Whitaker Foundation

IMPRESARIOS  
$10,000–$14,999
PNC Foundation

PRODUCERS  
$5,000–$9,999
AT&T Foundation
Employees Community  
  Fund of Boeing St. Louis
Mary Ellen Finch
Susan and Jim Gamble
Nancy and Tom Garvey
Stan Geiger and Marilynn Stribling
Horncrest Foundation, Inc.
Jane and Ken Jones
The Saigh Foundation
The Trio Foundation of St. Louis
The Westin St. Louis   
  Official Hotel of Metro Theater Company*

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE  
$1,000–$2,499
David Bentzinger
Judie Courtney
Bob Fox and Maxine Clark
Anthony A. Gonzalez-Angel
Camille and James Greenwald
Ellen L. Livingston and Ed Levitt
Bridget and Earl McDaniel
Margaret McDonald
Mississippi Lime Company
Mary and James Moog
Matthew Neufeld and Frances Morales
Carol North and Nicholas Kryah
Lisa Orden Zarin and Larry Zarin

CREATIVE PARTNERS  
$500–$999
Britni Eggers*  
Jim and Lionelle Elsesser
Kevin Farrell and Molly Walsh
Susan and Christopher Fox
Lawrence and Karen Goering
Barbara Harris
Samuel Hausfather 
Jeremy Keltner* 
Nancy and Ken Kranzberg
Jack J. Lane
Kim Lloyd*
Monsanto Fund
Margaret North
Don Senti
Mary and Simon Tonkin
Nancy Tonkins and Laurie Whelan
Susan and Ben Uchitelle

COLLABORATORS  
$250–$499
Christine and John Berg
Marlene Ann Birkman
Pat Corrigan*  
Megan and Deever Bradley
Senator Joan Bray and  
  Carl Hoagland
Carmody MacDonald P.C.
Mark Deany
Suzy Gorman* 
Lois J. Gould
Kristy Jackson

Sandy Jaffe
Katy and Joe Kaufman
Dr. William M. Landau
Carolyn and Joseph Losos
Sandra and H. Davis McCarty
Janaki and Gary Patrik
Lanette and Gary Price
Wiley Price* 
Ann M. Probst
Ann and Pat Rothery
Lynn and Robert Rubright
Barbara Langsam Shuman
Rita R. Warren
Ms. Arlene Zarembka and  
  Dr. Zuleyma Tang-Martinez

CREATIVE PARTNERS  
$100–$249
Accu-Care Home Nurses*
American Civil Liberties  
  Union of Eastern Missouri
Archdiocese of St. Louis  
  Catholic Education Office
Sonia and Rick Beard
Emily Beck
Marcia M. Bernstein
Susan Block
Terry Bloomberg
Marilyn and Donald Blum
Sally Boggeman
Jocelyn Botkin
Laura Botkin
Janet Brown and Paul Reuter
Robert Brown and Patricia Moran
Sara Burke
Cardinal Ritter College Prep
Dr. Wanda C. Clay
Elizabeth and Don Cobin
Confluence Academy
Court Conn
Shirley M. Cordry
Patricia Corrigan
Betty and Richard Crumpton
Dunsi Dai
Diane and Roger Davenport
Addie and Eddie Davidson
Mike and Lee DeCola
Bridget and Peter Desloge
Parker Donovan
Joni Doyle
Larry Dunphy
Eavan and Ansel and their Parents
Edison Theatre
Emmis Radio
Sara and Fred Epstein
Barbara Feiner
Linda and Joseph Ferro
Richard C. D. Fleming and  
  Sarah B. Smith
Flint W. Fowler and  
  June McAllister Fowler
Connie and Jerry Fritz
Liz and Mike Gibbons
Graybar Electric Company
Sheila Greenbaum and 
  Gary Wasserman
Mr. and Mrs. John Greenberg
Sue Greenberg
Susan and Ed Grooms
Erin and Brandon Grover

Metro Theater Company gratefully acknowledges 
the following individuals, agencies, foundations, 
and corporations for their Critical supportThank you!     

Anyone can be a philanthropist. A gift of any size can create a bequest 
of great theater, inclusive community and meaningful learning through 
the arts for years to come.

Your legacy gift can ensure that Metro Theater Company continues to be 
a dynamic and critical component in learning and creative discovery for 
children across the metropolitan St. Louis area. Planning a bequest to 
Metro Theater Company may also provide tax benefits for your estate.  
No matter your stage in life or what role you play, you can make plans 
that will impact the future of our community. Begin planning your 
legacy to Metro Theater Company now.

With YOUR help the show will go on!

Contact David Warren, Development Director, for further information:
314-997-6777 or david@metrotheatercompany.org.

You don’t need to be a ZILLIONAIRE to help  
ensure that our children’s children will have  
the treasure of a vibrant, daring, and fiscally 
healthy METRO THEATER COMPANY.

“Addresses timely issues 
pertinent to children’s  
lives by being fun yet  
academically innovative.” 
JoAnn Hejna, Executive Director,  
The Saigh Foundation 

“Provides smart theater 
for children of all ages.” 
Elizabeth Green, Civic Leader

CREATORS  
$2,500–$4,999
ARCTURIS
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
Fox Performing Arts  
  Charitable Foundation
Marcia Kerz
Margaret O’Brien
Schuchat, Cook & Werner*
Target
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Judy and Scott Guerrero
Hacking Law Practice, LLC
Nancy and Bruce Halverson 
Sherry Harsch-Porter, The Porter  
  Bay Group
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Hoehn
Karleen and Tom Hoerr
Barb and Jeff Homar
International Institute of St. Louis
Jennifer and Mark Kamil
Phyllis and David Kim
Jeanne Klein
Nancy and Bob Klepper
Charles P. and Joanne Knight Alzheimer’s   
  Disease Research Center at  
  Washington University
Chris G. Koo
Stephanie A. Kreis
Rachel Kryah and David Burmeister
Kuna Foodservice
Dianne Ladendecker
William Larson
Anne and Jeff Lowell
Rhona Lyons, David Warren and  
  Pardes Lyons-Warren
Reta A. Madsen
Phyllis M. Maritz
Maryville University
Lynn Maupin and Dale Bilyeu
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
Virginia and David McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Melzer
Nancy Miller
Cileia Miranda-Yuen
Leonard Landsbaum and Donna Moog
Patricia and Philip W. Moses
Charles Dean Mueller
Sergio Muñoz
Susan W. Nall
Judith and Brian Nedwek
Noemi and Michael Neidorff
Louise and Ron Nelson
Drs. Peggy and Irwin Neufeld
Candace O’Connor and Bob Wiltenburg
Dawn Ottensmeier
Sarah Anne Patz and Howard Nathanson
Payless ShoeSource
Janet Pomeroy
Provincial Council of the School Sisters of  
  Notre Dame
Puerto Rican Society of St. Louis

Thomas Purcell
Helen Rager
Kathe and Edgar Rasch
Diane and Scott Regan
Regional Business Council
Beth and Rick Remming
Renaissance St. Louis Grand  
  & Suites Hotel*
Justin Rincker
Jorge Riopedre and Shera Dalin
Mr. Steven Roberts and Dr. Eva Frazer
Lydia Ruffin
Sister Mary Jean Ryan, FSM
Sonja and David Saar
Saint Louis Art Museum
Saint Louis University School of  
  Social Work
Salt*
Robert N. Sandberg and  
  Virginia A. Zakian
JoAnn and Ted Sanditz
Sue and Jerry Schlichter
Chris and Al Schmiz
Janet Schoedinger and Jim Mann
Fr. Jack Schuler
Mr. and Mrs. William Sedlacek
St. Louis Rams
St. Louis Symphony*
Alice and Perrin Stifel
Stephanie Strohman
Mrs. Lina Takacs and  
  Ms. Ingrid Casillo-Takacs
Rabbi Susan Talve
The Wine Merchant*
The Staff of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Joan and George Thomas
Thompson Coburn LLP
Paul N. and Nancy Parker Tice
Jaime Torres
UMSL Gerontology Graduate Program
United Way of Greater St. Louis
Sam and Mary Anne Vitale
Rebecca Walsh
Pat and Larry Walter
Webster Groves School District
Roseann Weiss and Harper Barnes
Susan and Rob Werremeyer
Paige and Daniel Whelan
Whole Foods Market*
Sue Wilde
Nancy L. Williams and Mary E. Hizer
Daniel and Eileen Wolfington
Chancellor Mark Wrighton

FRIENDS 
$99 and below
Drama Department,  
  Affton High School
Maryellen and William M. Amos
Jim Andris and Steve Nichols
Carolyn and Gary Arnold
Linda S. Atwell

Sally E. Barker
Nancy and Ken Becker
Roger Bedard
Barbara and Bob Bishop
Deb Bixler
Alice Bloch
Elaine and Eric Bly
Drs. Nanci and James Bobrow
Martha and Mark J. Bogart
Wendy and Les Borowsky
Anne Bowman
Margaret and Christopher Brooks
Elsbeth Brugger
Christina and Kevin Buchek
Louise C. Bullock
Jason Cannon
Anne and Jerry Capps
Linda and Jeff Caul
Jan and Bob Chamberlin
Beverly Clarkson
Annie Watts Cloncs
Suzanne Costello
Pat Coughlin
Kitty and Tim Daly
Pearl and Albert Daube
Joan Dellbringge
Jackie and David Dimmitt
Rosann Doherty
Sheila Dugan
Allison Felter
The Fessenden Family
Jill Fisher
Vernon Flakes
Robin and Rich Frank
Pam Friedman
Kathryn and Stephen Giddings
Dennis Grabowski and John Langfeld
William Grivna
Frances R. Hamilton
Jackie Heitland
Myrna and Arnold Hershman
Cliff Price and Nedra Price Hinchman
Gary and Mimi Hirshberg
Sandra Hyslop
Jazz St. Louis*
Marianne and Ken John
Marcia and Robert Kern
Deanna Kiel
Katherine A. and Charles F. Kneedler
Kohl Wholesale
Joanne and Alan Kohn
Emily, Eric and Ella Kohring
Kopytek, Inc.
Anita B. Lamont
Peggy Ledbetter
Helen Lee and Peter Tao
Jerri and Bill Livingston
Amy Lyons and Adam Cohen
Ira Lyons
Ariel Lyons-Warren
The McWilliams Family
Annelise Mertz
Jill Meyers
Mike Shannon’s Steaks and Seafood*
Leigh Mincks
Mark Moloney
Mosaic Modern Fusion*
Dr. Julia Muller and  
  Mr. Earl Shreckengast
Colleen Neuman
Tomi Norris
Yuvonnia and Aubrey Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Peck IV

Emily Piro
Gerry Puglisi
Laura Rainey
Eric Ratinoff
Eloise and Kent Reynolds
Greg Roberts
Kimmie Robinson
Ann Marie Ruhlin
Ms. Kathleen Rule
Miriam and Leslie Sabol
Saint Louis Art Museum*
Jennifer Sebastian
Ben Senturia and Bronwen Zwirner
Susan and Steve Sickle
Sylvia Kalachek Silver
Lucie and Steve Springmeyer
L. Marie and Wayne E. Stafford
STAGES St. Louis
Lois and Godfrey Standing
James Still
Roberta Stolz
Esther and Walter Stone
Geri Sullivan
Judy Sweeney
Ms. Tina Telthorst
That Uppity Theatre Company
The Black Rep
The Midnight Company
The Muny
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis
The Sheldon Concert Hall*
Gail Thoele
Diane and Dave Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. William Scott Thompson
Barbara and John Tolch
Enid D. and Orlin D. Vandeventer
Russell Vanecek* 
Lottie Wade
Nancy and Bob Wagoner
Ayako and Haruka Watanabe
Dorothy Webb
Margie and Larry Weintraub
Ms. Marilyn Werner
Nadine and Ray Whelan
Bobbie Williams
Alys and Terry Wilmot
Susan and Mark Wolf
Pat and Mike Wolff
Colleen Wyss
Patricia Zimmer
Stephen P. Zwolak

“The genuine care and love 
Metro Theater Company 
gives to young actors is 
something I hope to devel-
op and pass on to others.”
Parker Donovan, Young Actor 

“Truly a gem of inspiration 
to St. Louis culture”
Chris Koo, Parent  

“Necessary, vital,  
fantabulous!”
Mariah Richardson, 
Playwright  

* Includes in-kind contribution



In memory of Marsha Bandy
Geri Sullivan

In honor of Sister Cathy  
Doherty, S.S.N.D.
Archdiocese of St. Louis Catholic  
  Education Office
Bridget and Peter Desloge
The Doherty Family
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Hoehn
Judith and James Kemner
Stephanie Kreis
Peggy O’Brien
Provincial Council of the  
  School Sisters of Notre Dame
• Joan Markus, SSND, 
  Provincial Leader
• Joan DiProspere, SSND
• Susan Jordan, SSND
• Lynne Schmidt, SSND
• Kathy Schmittgens, SSND
Fr. Jack Schuler
Mr. and Mrs. William Sedlacek
Mrs. Lina Takacs and  
  Ms. Ingrid Casillo-Takacs
The Staff of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Students of Our Lady of  
  Guadalupe School
Mary Anne and Sam Vitale

In honor of Scott Emanuel	
Amercian Civil Liberties Union  
  of Eastern Missouri
Emily Beck
Attorney Susan E. Block
Terry Bloomberg
Sheila Greenbaum and  
  Gary Wasserman
Hacking Law Practice, LLC
Rabbi Susan Talve
Roseann Weiss
Susan and Rob Werremeyer

In honor of Marcia Kerz
Anita Buie Lamont

In honor of  
Maria Teresa Maldonado
Casa de Salud
Bob Fox and Maxine Clark
Hispanic Leaders Group of  
  Greater St. Louis
Professional Latino Action  
  Network (PLAN)
• Sergio Muñoz
• Daniel and Eileen Wolfington
Puerto Rican Society of St. Louis
Jorge Riopedre and Shera D. Dalin
Guillermo A. Rodriguez
Jaime Torres

In memory of Clara L. Marin
Peggy O’Brien
Gail Thoele

In honor of Margaret McDonald
Virginia A. and David P. McDonald

In honor of Karen Meier
The Fessenden Family

In honor of Suzie Nall
Luanne A. and Stephen P.  Zwolak

In honor of Elinor Nelson
Barbara Feiner
Payless ShoeSource
The Saigh Foundation  
Chancellor Mark Wrighton

In honor of Carol North
Nancy Tonkins

In honor of Peggy O’Brien
Christina and Kevin Buchek

In honor of June and Flint Fowler, 
Susan and Jim Gamble, Camille and 
Jim Greenwald, Karleen and Tom 
Hoerr, Anne and Jeff Lowell, Candace 
O’Connor and Bob Wiltenburg, and  
Sue and Jerry Schlichter
Lisa Orden Zarin and Larry Zarin

In honor of Rick Sems
Arts and Education Council
Cardinal Ritter College Prep
Carmody MacDonald P.C.
Mike and Lee DeCola
Emmis Radio
Graybar Electric Company, Inc.
Sherry Harsch-Porter,  
  The Porter Bay Group
His Colleagues at PNC Bank
International Institute  
  of St. Louis
Maryville University
McCarthy Building  
  Companies, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Melzer
Louise and Ron Nelson
Regional Arts Commission
Regional Business Council
Saint Louis Art Museum
St. Louis Rams
Thompson Coburn LLP

In memory of  
James Stephen Suber
Rita R. Warren

In honor of the marriage of Ellen 
Livingston and Ed Levitt
Wendy and Les Borowsky
Addie and Eddie Davidson
Jeryl and William Livingston, Jr.
Susan L. and Steve M. Sickle

In honor of the St. Louis Chapter  
of the Alzheimer’s Association  
and Its Volunteers
Sandy Jaffe
Charles P. & Joanne Knight Alzheimer’s  
  Disease Research Center at  
  Washington University
Saint Louis University School  
  of Social Work
UMSL Gerontology  
  Graduate Program
Ms. Arlene Zarembka and  
  Dr. Zuleyma Tang-Martinez

In honor of Nancy Tonkins
Ann A. Hopkins
Marianne and Ken John
Janet Pomeroy

In honor of Dr. Susan Uchitelle		
Sara Burke
Confluence Academy
Kevin Farrell
Richard C. D. Fleming  
  and Sarah B. Smith
Carolyn and Joseph Losos
Noemi and Michael Neidorff
Thomas Purcell  
Mr. Steven Roberts and  
  Dr. Eva Frazer
Paul and Nancy Parker Tice

In memory of Loretta Valentine
Stan Geiger and Marilynn Stribling
Carol North and Nicholas Kryah

In honor of David Warren 
Ariel Lyons-Warren

In memory of  
Dr. Lionel G. Warren
Sally E. Barker
Pearl and Albert Daube
Amy Lyons and Adam Cohen
Susan and Jim Gamble
Ira Lyons
Carol North and Nicholas Kryah
Margaret O’Brien
Roberta Stolz
Esther and Walter Stone
Nancy Tonkins and Laurie Whelan
Rita R. Warren

In honor of Lisa Orden Zarin
Flint W. Fowler and  
  June McAllister Fowler
Susan and Jim Gamble
Debbie and John Greenberg
Camille and James Greenwald
Karleen and Tom Hoerr
Anne and Jeff Lowell
Candace O’Connor  
  and Bob Wiltenburg
Sue and Jerry Schlichter

In memory of Ruth Zatskis
Rita R. Warren

Our good friend Suzi McDonald 
made certain that young people 
in central Illinois experienced first-
rate, professional theater. Founder 
of the Youth Series at the Krannert 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
the University of Illinois/ Urbana-
Champaign, Suzi presented many of 
Metro Theater Company’s produc-
tions there over the years. Her death 
in 2004 came much too soon.

A memorial fund in Suzi’s name 
has been established to ensure 
that young people have continued 
access to Metro Theater Company’s 
artistic programs.

Remembering Susan 
“Suzi” Sargeant 
McDonald

TRIBUTE GIFTS5
Celebrating Nick’s 5,000 Performance 
In honor of Nicholas Kryah	  
Sonia and Rick Beard
Jocelyn Botkin
Laura Botkin
Megan and Deever Bradley
Robert Brown and Patricia Moran
Jason Cannon
Lewis Carroll
Patricia A. Corrigan
Suzanne Costello
Dunsi Dai
Diane and Roger Davenport
Parker Donovan
Sheila Dugan
Eavan and Ansel and their Parents
Edison Theatre
Timmy Fibbins
Pam Friedman
The Garvey Family
Stan Geiger and Marilynn Stribling
Liz and Mike Gibbons
Dennis Grabowski and John Langfeld
Sue Greenberg
Camille and James Greenwald
Judy and Scott Guerrero
Nancy and Bruce Halverson
Barbara Harris
Barb and Jeff Homar
Jane and Ken Jones
Ben Jonson
Jennifer and Mark Kamil
Katy and Joe Kaufman
Jeanne Klein
Emily, Eric and Ella Kohring
Rachel Kryah and David Burmeister
Dianne Ladendecker
William Larson
Edward Lear
Rhona Lyons, David Warren and  
  Pardes Lyons-Warren
Reta A. Madsen
Bridget and Earl McDaniel
The McWilliams Family
Patricia and Philip W. Moses
Matthew Neufeld and Frances Morales
Drs. Peggy and Irwin Neufeld
Colleen Neuman
Carol North
Peggy O’Brien
Emily Piro
Helen Rager
Diane and Scott Regan
Justin Rincker
Ann and Pat Rothery
Mariah L. Richardson
Lynn and Robert Rubright
Lydia Ruffin
Sr. Mary Jean Ryan, FSM
Janet Schoedinger and Jim Mann
STAGES St. Louis
James Still
Stephanie Strohman
That Uppity Theatre Company
The Black Rep
The Midnight Company
The Muny
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis
The Students of Our Lady  
  of Guadalupe School
Nancy Tonkins and Laurie Whelan
Webster Groves School District
           Bobbie Williams
           Patricia Zimmer6



In addition to performing at schools through-

out the region much of the year, Metro 

Theater Company works in schools, integrat-

ing theater arts into curriculum. “We definitely 

are investing in education programs,” says Carol 

North, artistic director.

“Metro Theater Company’s education pro-

grams are in such demand that the only way to 

meet that demand is to grow our offerings—

and our department.” (See related story on this page.)

Three key programs—two of them new 

—enhance Metro’s relationships with local 

schools. They are:

• Building Community Through Drama 

• Step Inside The Story

• Create Your Own Adventure!

Building Community through Drama 

is now in its sixth year. In this five-session 

classroom residency, teaching artists use non-

competitive drama games and improvisation 

to help students build a safe, welcoming class-

room. Improvisational scenarios examine teas-

ing, exclusion, name-calling and bullying, and 

help students create positive strategies to deal 

with such problems in a safe environment. 

Step Inside the Story is our new program 

for students in grades K-5. They  experience 

imaginative fun and creative play while build-

ing curricular skills through the use of story. In 

60-minute sessions, our teaching artists bring 

stories to life through drama and creative 

movement while reinforcing important 

literacy skills such as comprehension, 

vocabulary building and visualization.

Create Your Own Adventure! 

is our new program for students in 

third grade and older. Our teaching 

artists work with students in 60-minute  

sessions to experience a high-energy 

voyage through history, literature or 

science, using improvisation, role-play-

ing and creative problem solving.

Metro Theater Company begins our 39th 

season with an all-new education team. We 

welcome Karen Weberman, our new education 

director; Ariana Moses, our resident teaching 

artist; and Meredyth Pederson, our teaching 

artist fellow.

Weberman comes to Metro from Metropolis 

Performing Arts Centre, where she designed 

and facilitated arts-based residencies and work-

shops in schools and organizations through-

out Chicago and environs. She has taught 

with Northlight Theatre, Emerald City Theatre 

Company, Orlando Repertory Theatre, Asolo 

Repertory Theatre, UCP of Central Florida and 

ArtsBridge America. 

“I am thrilled to join the incredibly warm, 

intelligent, and creative team at Metro Theater 

Company,” says Weberman. “It is my goal 

to develop meaningful relationships with  

current community partners, and contin-

ue to seek out areas of need for new  

education programs.”

Moses has worked with the Children’s 

Theatre Company in Minneapolis and 

the Papermill Touring Children’s Theatre 

in Lincoln, New Hampshire. Pederson, 

our 2011-2012 teaching artist fellow, has  

taught creative drama and theater arts 

at the Lexington Children’s Theatre in 

Lexington, Kentucky.
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METRO THEATER COMPANY INVESTS IN EDUCATION 

MEET METRO’S NEW EDUCATION TEAM 

Karen Weberman Ariana Moses Meredyth Pederson

Teaching artists Andrea Purnell (above) an 
Roxane McWilliams (below) make learning 
fun with area children.
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Check out our  
website at
www.metrotheatercompany.org

JOIN US NOW ON
         FACEBOOK

HELP US GO GREEN  
Send us your email address at  
community@metrotheatercompany.org 
and we’ll send you our next  
newsletter electronically!

Wesley Middleton’s timeless play Tomato Plant 

Girl offers sharp dialogue, physical action and 

playful, high-energy conflict as it explores the 

themes of bullying, true friendship, peer pressure 

and self-esteem. This play will delight audiences 

age 4 and up.

ONE WEEKEND ONLY!
November 19th and 20th at 3 p.m.

at the newly renovated 

Clayton High School Auditorium 

Order tickets today!
24/7 Ticket Hotline: 1-800-838-3006

www.brownpapertickets.com

Stay and play!
Yes, after the play we’re hosting a family fun 

event with hands-on activities in the beautiful, 

open space commons area. Stay with us and 

enjoy the fun!

Now is the time to invite a friend to a 
Metro Theater Company production!

TIME GROWS SHORT TO  
PICK TOMATO PLANT GIRL
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Launch of 39th Season
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The Civil War Takes Center Stage
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Meet the Education Team

New Pathways with EmcArts


